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WordPress Hosting Basics

Regqister a domain name

Find a good hosting plan

Basic steps to get your WordPress site up and running

So, you have decided to set up a website on WordPress. It can be a blog, business site or an
eCommerce store. How will you get it up and running? What all things you have to take care
before getting started?

There are a few essential steps that you need to perform before being able to create the site.
These include registering a domain name and finding a hosting service provider, and then
installing WordPress on the hosting server.

Register a domain name

First, let’s try and understand the process of registering a domain name. The domain name will
be the address of your website, which helps users find and reach your site. Basically, you have
to decide on a suitable domain name for your website that resonates with your blog topics or
products. After selecting a domain name, you have to register it with an organization called
ICANN through a domain registrar. You need to pay a certain amount for this process, and then
you can use the domain name for one year. Every year, you need to renew it to continue using.

An easier way?

Too complicated to start with? Don’t worry! Thankfully, there is another way.

You will get a domain name free when you sign up with most of the popular commercial hosting
service providers. And, most of them will have one-click WordPress installation, which is much
simpler than the manual installation we have seen in the previous tutorial.

So, by choosing a good hosting service provider, and signing up for a suitable plan of theirs, you

will be able to simply glide through the basic steps of creating a WordPress site. You will find the
links to a few recommended service providers at the end of this tutorial.

Find a good hosting plan
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Now, how will you find a suitable hosting plan?

There are several different kinds of hosting services available. However, it is important to
choose something that is suitable to your site’s requirements. Without saying, you need to
ensure good performance, continuous uptime, and reliable security for your website. Choosing a
reputed hosting service would provide you with all of this.

In this tutorial, we will look into the several available hosting service types. Once you have a
clear idea on the detailed aspects of each, you can choose one that is most appropriate for your
website’s requirements.

Free Hosting

This might seem to be a straightforward option, but it is not really the recommended one. There
are several downsides to free hosting. First, the service provider might ask you to keep banner
ads on your store for their financial viability. More importantly, reliability issues might come up
and bite you any time. Furthermore, you might find yourself in a soup if the company decides to
stop the service one fine day.

Shared Hosting

This is the most popular and recommended hosting option when you are just starting out a blog,
business, or an online store. Here, there will be a physical server, which will be shared by
multiple site

Shared Hosting
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As a beginner, you will find a decent set of options such as unmetered bandwidth, free domain
name, email accounts and other essential features with the moderate pricing plan. And, you can
easily upgrade to a higher plan whenever you need.
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Some of the best hosting service providers for shared hosting include Bluehost, SiteGround,
HostGator, etc.

VPS Hosting

VPS stands for ‘Virtual Private Server”. This is more or less similar to shared hosting. However,
the difference is that there will be a virtual partition that allows you to have an independent
server space just for you. This gives you more control, as your site and all files associated with it
are kept separate from other sites on the server.

VPS Hosting

You can look for this option, if yours is a medium sized business. There are good VPS options
from reputed hosting companies such as Liquid Web, InMotionHosting, DreamHost, etc.

Dedicated Hosting

A dedicated server means you are renting out an entire physical server from the hosting service
provider. The advantage here is that you will have total control over this server, which means
you can choose the operating system and even the hardware that is used. Getting a dedicated
server is not at all required or recommended when you are starting out. It will be really
expensive and won't be easy to manage.
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